
In an April 8-9, 2017, Wall Street Journal opinion piece, recent Pulitzer Prize 
recipient Peggy Noonan wrote that the American dream is the belief that “you 
can start from anywhere and become anything” and “rise to the heights no 
matter where and in what circumstances you began.”  Exemplifying this dream 
is James Richardson, born in a tent at a sawmill in Pushmataha County, Okla-
homa in the latter years of the Great Depression.  Today, James (president) 
and his youngest son Todd (general manager) own and operate four wood-
related businesses in Waverly, Tennessee. 

The four generations in the lumber business started with James’ maternal 
grandfather, Arthur Treat.  Due to the fluctuating stave market, Arthur owned 
and operated several stave mills in Arkansas, Indiana, and Illinois with his 

sons and sons-in-law.  James’ father, Roy, 
worked for his father-in-law before eventu-
ally obtaining his own sawmill in Wynne, 
Arkansas, about an hour west of Memphis.  
That business, Roy Richardson and Son, 
operated in Wynne from 1950 until 1992.  
James, the third generation, gave up a col-
lege football scholarship to partner with his 
father in the sawmill business, eventually 
buying him out in 1978 and changing the    
name to Richardson Lumber Company, Inc. 

White oak staves for whiskey barrels were the primary product for the mill in 
those days and were shipped to Blue Grass Cooperage (now Brown-Forman) 
in Louisville, KY.  In the interest of using white oak from some timberland 
they owned in Humphreys County, TN, the Richardsons decided to cut stave 
logs and haul them back to their Wynne sawmill on the return trip from the 
cooperage.  Ultimately, given the more favorable supply in Middle TN and not 
really needing the logs in Wynne, James’s three sons agreed to join him in 
Waverly when, in 1990, he bought land and built a sawmill.  The Richardsons’ 
Tennessee business was born. 

After a few years, Todd left the family business to make room for his older 
brothers and went to work for Brown-Forman.   As mill manager, he oversaw 
the building of their stave mill near Clifton, TN, completing it in 2001, six 
months ahead of schedule and under budget.  During his tenure there, he was 
awarded Brown-Forman’s employee-nominated “Employees Choice Award” 
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Forest Resources of the WHRFA Area 

 

Based on information presented at our annual meet-
ing by Kerry Livengood of the TN Forestry Division, 
we now have a more complete picture of the forestry 
resources in the West Highland Rim Forestry Associ-
ation’s (WHRFA) three-county area.  The Tennessee 
Forestry Division (TFD) monitors forests across the 

state in a federally funded Forest Inventory and Anal-
ysis (FIA) program.  Through this program, TFD 
measures all trees five inches in diameter or greater at 
breast height, in sets of 4 plots, each with a radius of 
25 feet, and collects data on diameter, height, saw log 
quality and health.  There are almost 5,000 plots 
across the state and approximately 1,000 are meas-
ured each year.  To be classified as forestland in the 
FIA inventory, the forest around a plot must be at 
least one acre in size and 120 feet wide.  From the 
FIA, we know that the three-county WHRFA area 
grows some of the best hardwood timber in the state.  
The most valuable species are select white oak 
(26%), select red oak (7%), other white (5%) and red 
oak (12%), hickory (12%), and yellow poplar, known 
as tulipwood in export markets (15%).  Walnut is 
about 3% and pine 2% of the standing timber.  Based 
on 2013 FIA data, Dickson County has 179,073 for-
ested acres (57.1% of total land) containing 1.2 mil-
lion board feet, valued at $219 million.  Houston 
County with 80,020 acres of forested land (62.7% of 
total land) has 0.5 million board feet valued at $107 
million and Humphreys County’s 210,559 acres of 
forested land (61.9% of total land) containing 1.2 
million board feet, valued at $233 million.  Included 
in the 469,652 total acres are ninety-three Tree Farms 
consisting of 51,459 acres, or about 10.9% of total 
forested acres.  

There are twelve forest-based industries in the three-
county area that process logs into a multitude of prod-

ucts, including firewood, pallets, barrel staves, green 
lumber and railroad ties.  Products such as grade lum-
ber and logs are exported to several countries, includ-
ing China, which has become the largest importer of 
wood in the world with an appetite for logs, lumber 
and chips.  Transportation facilities for moving forest 
products to end users include the Tennessee River 
“Port of New Johnsonville” in Humphreys County for 
barge shipment to Mobile, Alabama, via the Tennes-
see Tombigbee Waterway or to New Orleans via the 
Tennessee, Ohio and Mississippi Rivers.  CSX Rail-
road offers rail service to inland manufacturers and 
east coast ports, and I-40 transits Dickson and Hum-
phreys Counties and can be accessed from Houston 
County via state routes 13 or 48. 

FIA data shows that growth exceeds removals by a 
ratio of about 1.25 to 1, evidence that our forests are 
being managed sustainably; however, the logs being 
removed are of lower quality, evidence of poor silvi-
culture practices. 

 

 WHRFA, annual dinner meeting held February 21, 2017 

L to R: Nancy Polk, 
Clarissa Barnes 
and Bobbie Mat-
tern.  Clarissa and 
Bobbie were door 
prize winners of 
handsome walking 
sticks made by Nan-
cy’s husband, Ed. 

Tom Loose, right, 
receives a plaque 
recognizing his ser-
vice as a board mem-
ber of DCFA from its 
inception in 2003 to 
his resignation in 
2016, a record for 
DCFA board mem-
bers.  Jonathan 
Boggs, President of 
WHRFA makes the 
presentation.  

Article compiled by John Burch, board member 
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and their CEO-awarded “Founder’s Choice Award.”  
Happily, however, as the Richardsons’ businesses in 
Humphreys County grew, Todd came back to Waver-
ly to work with the family.  Today, under James and 
Todd’s management, their business has evolved into 
four companies which process a variety of log grades 

into pallet materials, cross ties, grade lumber and 
white oak staves.   

The first company is Waverly Wood, pro-
ducing over 6.9 million board feet last year.   
Two types of mills are used there. The first, 
a scragg mill, makes pallet lumber from 
hardwoods (and even a bit of pine at times).  
This mill can process logs just slightly 
above pulpwood grade, in sizes from 6 to 
20 inches in diameter and up to 5 feet in 
length.  The second type of mill, a 
Cleereman and Hurdle sawmill, is used to 
make railroad cross ties and grade lumber 
from the oak-hickory-poplar type forests 
that dominate the area. No lumber is kiln 
dried at their facility. Waverly Wood ad-
joins the CSX railway and this rail access 
has been especially beneficial for shipping 
cross ties.  Their grade lumber markets tend 
to be regionally based lumber finishers and 
distributors and secondary manufacturers.  Waverly 
Wood has about 24 employees from Humphreys, 
Houston, Benton and Dickson counties. 

Tennessee Stave, LLC has roughly 24 workers to cut 
white oak logs (just a grade or so below veneer quali-
ty) into barrel stave and head materials for the wine 
and bourbon industry.  The staves are shipped to 

Brown-Forman in Louisville while the barrel head 
material goes to the Jack Daniel Cooperage in Trini-
ty, AL.  (WHRFA visited that cooperage last spring.)  
Tennessee Stave produced over 1.6 million board feet 
last year.   

The Richardsons’ other two businesses are Waverly 
Wood, LLC and Waverly Wood Trading Company, 
LLC.  The former buys standing timber, timber tracts 
and logs from surrounding areas in Tennessee and 
Alabama and the later buys and sells lumber in Ten-
nessee and Mississippi. 

While it was the availability of white oak that initial-
ly brought the Richardsons to Humphreys County, 
they were interested in making full use of all the re-
sources available here.  Their goal was to develop a 
series of milling processes that would maximize the 
use of the wood in a typical acre in Humphreys 
County and minimize waste.  In addition to develop-
ing a product line that uses a variety of species, 
grades and sizes of timber, they also have found a use 
for their waste products.  Bark, for instance, is 
ground in a hog grinder and, along with the sawdust 
that is ubiquitous to sawmills, delivered to nearby 
Hood Container Corporation for boiler fuel. 

Are you wondering if you can sell your timber to 
Waverly Wood?  The wood supply for their three 
mills is usually sourced within a 50-mile radius, alt-

hough there can be exceptions depending on the tim-
ber tract quality, quantity and price.  James and Todd 
mostly buy standing timber or timberland and some 
gate logs.  They use three independent contract log-
gers to harvest the purchased timber.      

What are some of the issues facing Waverly Wood?  
As is true for many businesses these days, finding 

The Richardsons, continued from page 1 

James Richardson, (10), brother Jimmy (3) and sister Twila (7) at 
their grandfather’s stave mill in Clinton, Arkansas in 1948. Note 
stacks of staves in background. 

Continued on page 4 

Waverly Wood and Tennessee Stave, LLC today, Waverly TN —  Google Maps 
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responsible and reliable workers is at the top of the 
list.  While that’s an ongoing issue, James and Todd 
are very proud of their core group of personnel.  
Dedicated craftsman and investments in shop equip-
ment have allowed the sawmill to be largely self-
sufficient in making equipment repairs and parts.  
This, along with their skilled operators and other 
workers, pays dividends in production, reduced 
downtime and costs.  Another challenge is the con-
stant vigilance required to respond to changes in 
markets.  Luckily, while wood waste disposal is im-
pacting some in the sawmill and wood products man-
ufacturing fields, it is not currently an issue for the 
Richardsons.  

How do the father and son work together?  Todd says 
that his father really likes negotiating and timber 

buying while he enjoys the equipment and working 
with the skilled people who operate and maintain the 
mills.  Their skills and abilities complement each 
other which is good because James, having already 
worked more than ten years longer than most people 
do, doesn’t have any plans to retire.  When they’re 
not working, there’s hunting and fishing to enjoy, 
although James says he likes watching game as much 
as shooting these days, except for maybe squirrel 
hunting with a dog.  Todd also enjoys flying, having 
had his pilot’s license since 1996.  Upon seeing their 
offices and knowing their history in Arkansas, one 
suspects that, come this fall, some quality time will 
also be given to Razorback football from these two 
successful lumbermen. 

Mighty American Chestnut Poised for Re-
turn to America’s Forests  

Scores of tiny American chestnut seedlings that grow 
in a field in the upstate New York countryside could 
be the vanguard in the resur-
gence of what was once the 
most dominant tree in the east-
ern forests.  

The young trees carry one gene, 
added by scientists to the 38,000 
genes that occur naturally in 
American chestnuts, that makes 
them capable of withstanding 
the invasive blight that wiped 
out billions of their ancestors a 
century ago.  

"They will be the basis of the 
trees we will eventually give out 
to the public," said William 
Powell, a professor at the Col-
lege of Environmental Science 
and Forestry (ESF) in Syracuse, 
New York. "And they'll be the 
basis for the trees we will use 
for demonstration and research 
for the next 100 years."  

Powell and his team are poised to seek regulatory 
approval from the federal government to distribute 
the trees publicly. That will involve review by the 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture, and the Food and Drug Ad-
ministration. Although regulatory approval has been 

sought, and obtained, for many agricultural crops, 
this is the first time such approval will be considered 
for a threatened plant that is intended to be reintro-
duced into its natural environment. Powell expects 
the process to take two to four years.  

"We're paving the way for all 
the other trees that are affected 
by invasive species: ash, elm, 
hemlock and walnut among 
them," he said. "We are the 
first to ask for approval for a 
genetically engineered wild 
tree, the first to go through the 
regulatory process."  

Powell has worked on restora-
tion of the iconic tree for more 
than 27 years. He and his re-
search partner, Charles 
Maynard, discovered during 
years of painstaking tests that 
using biotechnology to add one 
gene derived from wheat 
makes the American chestnut 
blight resistant.  

Restoring them to the eastern 
forests would have a signifi-
cant positive ecological im-

pact. "It would affect a lot of wildlife - from bees to 
bears," Powell said. "Animals would feed on the nut 
mast and some aquatic insects actually prefer to feed 
on the leaves of American chestnut trees, rather than 
the oaks that have taken their place."  

One hundred transgenic trees have been planted in a 

Old growth chestnut in poplar cove, Great Smoky 
Mountains, NC, circa 1909/1910  Photo courtesy 
of the Forest History Society, Durham, NC 

The Richardsons, continued from page  3 
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  two-acre "seed orchard" where they are monitored   
while they grow large enough to produce pollen. 
When that happens, the pollen will be used to ferti-
lize the flowers from wild-type "mother trees" to help 
rescue the surviving genetic diversity. The offspring 
will produce nuts, half of which will inherit the blight
-resistance gene.  

Powell said that although crossing the resistant trees 
with wild-type trees will take longer to produce a 
quantity of blight-resistant nuts, the process will in-
crease the genetic diversity and local adaptation of 
the new trees and make the species more vigorous in 
the years to come.  

"We want to do everything we can to make it easier 
for them to survive," Powell said. "That's OK. We're 
in this for the long haul. We don't want a monocul-
ture. This is not an agricultural crop - it's a wild tree 
that needs our help."  

While the 
young 
trees 
grow, 
Powell 
and his 
team 
continue 
their re-
search. 
They 
have de-
veloped a 
field test 
that indi-
cates, within four hours, which nuts contain the 
blight resistance gene and which do not. They are 
collecting data about whether leaf litter from trans-
genic American chestnuts on the forest floor affects 
the germination rate of other tree species and whether 
leaf litter in streams had any adverse effect on aquat-
ic insects. They are also studying whether the trans-
genic trees have any negative impact on the benefi-
cial mycorrhizal fungi that typically colonize the root 
system of host plants.  

"We've done enough research to know that the trans-
genic trees have no detrimental effects on leaf litter, 
insects or fungi," Powell said. "But we're doing fur-
ther studies to build a body of knowledge that shows 
these trees will not harm the environment in any 
way."  

ESF is speeding up the production of transgenic trees 

at a recently launched Tissue Culture Production Lab 
at the Biotech Accelerator in Syracuse. There, young 
plants grown from tissue cultures are nurtured until 
they can be transplanted and eventually moved out-
doors as the seed orchard expands over the next two 
years.  

The next long-term goal is to obtain funding for a 
"century study" that would allow researchers to es-
tablish a couple 120-acre research sites to conduct a 
long-term comparison between wild-type, transgenic, 
back-crossed and hybrid American chestnuts. Powell 
expects the regulatory process will be complete be-
fore any of those trees began to pollinate and repro-
duce on their own.   

 

Lumber is a commodity that trades on the Chicago 
Mercantile Exchange.  Each contract represents 
110,000 board feet of western softwood 2x4s in ran-
dom lengths (8’ to 20’) for future delivery, with the 
contract quote representing the wholesale price of 
1,000 board feet.  The lumber market attracts little 
speculative interest as daily volume is about 500 con-
tracts compared to the market for crude oil futures 
which can trade over a million contracts per day.  
However, the price of lumber reflects economic ac-
tivity and, according to Andrew Hecht’s Commodity 
Report, is often a harbinger of change in the U.S. and 
global economy.  Since September 2015, lumber has 
been on the move - on April 10th it topped $400 per 
thousand board feet, a level not seen since 2015.  
(The all-time peak was $493 in 1993.)  In 2009, fol-
lowing the “Great Recession,” lumber traded at a low 
of $137.90.  
 
A Barron’s March 15th article notes that one of the 
issues currently affecting lumber prices is a trade dis-
pute between the U.S. and Canada over stumpage 
prices for Canadian logs, which U.S. producers be-
lieve are unfairly low.  On April 24th, the current U.S. 
administration proposed a 20% tariff on imported 
Canadian logs.  If levied, it is predicted that U.S. 
lumber supply will rise to partially fill the market as 
buyers look for alternatives to higher cost Canadian 
wood; however, a labor shortage in the southern U.S. 

Allison Oakes, a post doctoral associate, and Profes-
sor William Powell work with young American 
chestnut trees in the lab.  Photo by ESF 

Article originally posted March 6, 2017 at 
http://www.esf.edu/communications/view.asp?newsID=5713  Used 
by permission of the Office of Communications for the State Uni-
versity of New York College of Environmental Science and Forestry 
(ESF).  For more information, go to link above or use this link 
http://www.esf.edu/chestnut/ for ESF’s American Chestnut Re-
search and Restoration Project.   

Continued on page  7 

Lumber Prices Spike to New Highs 
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Photos by board members  

 Forestry Association Field Day  

On October 1st, members, along with an inter-
national delegation from MUJI of Japan, en-
joyed seeing forestry and environmental prac-
tices at Ann and Loic Gerville-Reache’ s farm 
in Dickson.  

Our foresters, Brian and Jonathan, discuss timber stand improvement 
using the “hack and squirt” technique to remove less desirable trees 

Stone riprap water control structures for 
reducing erosion  

Below, Brian discusses the timber thinning and 
cutting practices that were used to improve hard-
wood stands 

Ann and Loic receive their American Tree 
Farm certification award from Brian 
Hughett, State Area Forester  

Above, placing moth balls in tree tubes 
may keep the mice away but they can’t 
keep Bob’s and Clarissa’s smiles away 

Trees planted (in tree tubes) to 
form a riparian buffer zone 
running along the streambed at 
the base of the timber stand on 
the left  

Between the tree tubes are program speakers, Jonathan Boggs, consulting for-
ester (in cap), Wynne Luter, NRCS director, and Brian Hughett, area forester 
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We appreciate the support of these 
businesses. Please support them back. 

Forestry consulting firm serving landowners in 
Dickson and surrounding counties 

JONATHAN BOGGS 
615.498.8700 
Jonathan@arborspringsforestry.com 

could hamper harvesting an adequate number of 
trees to fill the gap entirely.   Causing additional 
stress on lumber suppliers, Goldman Sachs fore-
casts housing starts to jump 9% this year.  Accord-
ing to the Idaho Forest Products Commission, a 
new, 2,400 square foot, single-family house re-
quires 16,000 board feet of framing lumber and an-
other 14,000 board feet of other wood products such 
as plywood.  That means a 9% jump (about 70,300 
single-family homes) which would be significant.  
Additionally, changes to Dodd-Frank will likely 
loosen lending and associated capital structures on 
financial institutions, which could broaden the 
availability of mortgage financing for new homes or 
renovation of existing structures. This could also 
increase the demand for forest products. 

Lumber Prices Spike, continued from page 5 

Article compiled by John Burch, board member 
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West Highland Rim Forestry Association 

Forestry Field Day 

Thursday, June 1st,  1:00 P.M. - 3:00 P.M.  

Waverly Wood,  Waverly, Tennessee 

 

Tour the sawmills that produce pallet lumber, crossties and grade lumber 
along with white oak stave and head materials for whiskey barrels 

 
Please make reservations by noon on Wednesday, May 31st by calling the UT Extension of-
fice in Dickson County (615-446-2788), Houston County (931-289-3242) or Humphreys 
County (931-296-2543). 
 
Please wear sensible clothing and closed-toe shoes for the tour. 
 
Directions:  Waverly Wood is located on Hwy 70 between Waverly and New Johnsonville, TN.  Take exit 
with the long off ramp to Sceptor Road (watch for Sceptor, Inc sign), cross the railroad tracks and take 
Sawmill Lane (the first road to the right).  This graveled road will take you to Waverly Wood.   

Questions?? Call Jonathan 615-498-8700 or Kent 615-440-7694 

 


